266                      THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI
licence money". In the process, it appears the personal jewellery of the
Indian woman has been taken, under order of Court, by the prosecuting
sergeant as security. She has been given three months within which
to pay the tax, under pain of her jewellery being sold if the tax is not
paid within the period. Both the magistrate and the prosecuting sergeant
have been considerate, and yet the grievous hardship that indentured
Indians, who become free, have to suffer, by reason of the imposition,
has been clearly brought out by the prosecution. So long as the poor
woman has a bit of jewellery or other personal effects about her, she
will be called upon to pay the money, whether she was earning anything
or not, and whether she can otherwise afford it or not. This is the re-
ward that the indentured Indians get after five years' service in Natal!
Indian Opinion, 7-4-1906
285. POLITICAL TURMOIL IN NATAL
Important events, the effects of which will not be forgotten for many
years, took place in Natal last week. As a result of these. Natal has
gained in stature. The cause of self-government has triumphed; but
the British Empire has received a set-back.
The Kaffirs in Natal rose in revolt against the poll-tax. Sergeants
Hunt and Armstrong1 were killed in the revolt; martial law was dec-
lared in Natal and the Kaffirs were severely dealt with. Some Kaffirs
were prosecuted under the martial law, and twelve of them were con-
demned to death and blown up at the mouth of a cannon. The Kaffirs
from neighbouring areas and their Chief were invited to witness the
execution, which was to take place on March 29,
Meanwhile, Lord Elgin sent a cablegram from England to the Go-
vernor of Natal, asking him to suspend the execution of the sentence.
The executive councillors of the Natal Government resented this and
tendered their resignations to the Governor. The Governor asked them
to wait until a further communication was received from Lord Elgin,
and to this they agreed.
As soon as the full story became known, a wave of excitement swept
over the whole of South Africa. The Press protested vehemently, arguing
that the constitution of self-governing Natal was violated by Lord Elgin's
intervention. They said that, as Natal was a self-governing Colony, the
Imperial Government could not interfere in its administration. Congra-
tulations were showered from every side on the executive councillors for
having resigned. Meetings were held at many places, and speeches
made against the Imperial Government.
The Imperial Government believed that, since they had helped Natal
to put down the rebellion, it was their duty to see that justice was done
i Sub-Inspector Hunt and Trooper Armstrong of the Natal Police